“S_,

10 May 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Discussion with General Eisenhower: Mr. McCone and
Mr. Forrestal present

Essential points were as follows:
1. McCone and Forrestal described the current military situation

which has grown out of the fall of Nam Tha and the retrea t of the Phoumi

'torcu some 85 miles mthwoct and across tho T.hailand-border-.* pol’ntingl

out ttnt Phonmi {orces did not oﬁor rodluncc though they had numerlcgl

cuporiority and that this situation had occurred previously ln the Plaine

des Jarres and elsewhere.

2. Phoumi's intransigence politically had forec;losed the forma-
tion of a government of national union in which those same political
eloments' would be present as were represented in the last Souvanna Phouma
government during the Eigenhower administration. The effort was not a

coalition, but was a:neutral government with a firm commitment to keep

Lapn ‘frqc from Commgnist intrusion.

3. The political and military situation which has evolved
confronts us with only two alternatives:
a. The accomplishment of the national unfon government

under Souvanna with Phoumi's participation or,
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b. The use of U. 8, forces in Laos with possible

" assistance from the Thais but not others and wl&‘g_vory lttle likel -
hood of strong military activity by the Laotians themselves because
of their demonstrated inadequacies. |
Eisenhower's views might bs summarised as follows:
1. He questioned McCone closely as to whether Souvanna was
a Communist, stating that he was convinced when Souvanna fled Laos
and resided in Cambodia that he had turned Communist. McCone luicd
every check indicated :Souvanna.wu, not a Communist though he was a
weak man, | |
2. Eisenhower stated that every government irrespective of

what it was called, which incorporated Communists and others,

iventuany was taken over by the Communists. For that reason he was
opposed to the proposed Souvanna government but he did not refer to
that government as a "con.llticn'govornmcnt. "

3. Eisenhower dwelt at length on the danger to South Vietnam
and Thailand as both will be oat.ﬁmkod if Laos is in Communist hands
and concluded that such a situation would be o critical to Southeast Asia

and eo0 important to the U. S. that most extreme measures, including

the commitment of U. 8. forces to combat in Laos, were Justified.

4. Eisenhower urged a partitioning of Lacs into Northern and
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Southern sectors with the line as far north as possible and that to
accomplish this v§ should support General Phoumi and his forces.
When McCone pointed out Phoumi's demonstrated inadequacies,
Eisenhower stated he named Phoumi because he thought he was a
strong leader but recognized some alternate might be desirable.

5. McCone and Forrestal pointed out vth‘at‘thh_ Md involve
a commitment of U. S. troops, very possibly with no assistance from
othcr comm-iu. Eisenhower repliod that this would be proper,
o dofens(blc. that he would support it and he felt thc Coagreu would
‘support it. At this point he urged that the President g0 before the -
Congress and seeck a resolution authorizing him to act in Southeast
Asia, the resolution being similar to those pu‘ud by the Congress at
Ejsenhower's request in connection with Formosa and the Middle East.
McCone stated that he seriously questioned Congressional approval,
citing Russell's nat;ment. Eisenhower responded that he was sure
that Congress and the people would support such a resolution and he
personally would use his influence with his Party and the Congress to
assist its pniaga.“

6. Throughout the conversation, General Eisenhower expressed

concern over a compromise position. He frequently compared the
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Souvanna arrangement with earlier compromises in China and stated

that his sampling of public opinion indicated a desire .for the U. 8.

to demonstrate strength ratﬁer than compromise. He expressed great

conﬁ&anca in Thailand and also in President Diem of South Vietnam.
7. Finally Eisenhower warned of the consequences of losing

Southeast Asia, pointing out that {f it {s lost, nothing would stop the

southward movement of Communism through Indonesia and this would

have the effect of cutting the world in half.

John A. McCone

Dictated but not read.

Orig - Handcarried to The President by Walter Elder 5/10/62
' lcc: Mr. Mike Forrestal by hand on 5/11/62
lcc: Memo for Record file
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MEMORANDUM

Addendum to Memorandum for the Record of May 10, 1962

SUBJECT: Discussion with General Elsenhower; Mr. McCone
and Mr, Forrestal present.

Among the comments made by General Ehenhqwer in an
off-the-cuff and most probably in an unconsidered manner were
the following:
| l( ;,i‘xei:w_ere sending troops into _Ln@a_, he would follow them

HP with er tuppcrt wu necessary to achieve the obj_e;:tlves»
of thelr mission, lncluding -~ if necessary -- the use of tactical

nuclear weapons.

General Eisenhower recalled that when he first came into
office, the Korean War had been going on for two years, and a
policy had been established that foreclosed military strikes north
of the Yalu. He sald that this had been a mistake; and that the

enemy should have been hit at his sources of supply.

»»»»»

cc: Mr. McCone ‘w -
MVForrestal '
: Uw h _ .
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